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CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 
 
The Charter Revision Commission met at the Wethersfield Town Manager’s Conference Room on 
Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 6:30 pm. 
 
Present: Chairperson Dan Silver, Vice Chairperson Steve Kirsche, T. William Knapp, Louis 
Laccavole, Mary Pelletier, John McAuliffe, Jr. and Mike Zaleski (Commissioner Pelletier left early at 
8:15 pm) 
 
Also Present: Commission Secretary Sónia Betz, Town Manager Jeff Bridges and Attorney Jonathan 
Chappell, Town Attorney 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Silver at 6:30 pm. 
 
Chairperson Silver asked if anyone had any comments on or revisions to the minutes from the last 
(May 29th) meeting.   
 Commissioner Knapp moved to amend the minutes of the May 29, 2014 meeting to 

remove the phrase “no action taken” from the 3rd and 6th motions, seconded by Vice 
Chairperson Kirsche.  All Commissioners present voted “AYE” unanimously.  Motion 
passed.  7-0-0 

 Commissioner Knapp moved to accept the minutes as amended, seconded by 
Commissioner McAuliffe.  All Commissioners present voted “AYE” unanimously.  
Motion passed.  7-0-0 

 
Public Comment 
 Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Rd: 

 Mr. Young presented his comments on indexing; he believes that the proposed 
percentages are on track.  He reiterated that his belief that the Finance Director 
should also report to the Town Council.  He thinks that ethics does not exist in the 
Town of Wethersfield because relatives of Council and Board of Education members 
are employed by the Town. 

 Paul Copp, 100 Executive Square 

 Mr. Copp stated that the Town Clerk should continue to report to the Town Council 
and the Town Council should make more of an effort to effectively supervise her.  As 
far as ethics, he foresees someone going to jail and if they do he questioned 
whether they would continue to receive their pension and be allowed to return to 
their position.  He believes ethics needs to be defined and given “teeth.” 

 
Agenda Items 

A) Schedule of Continuing Meetings 

 Commissioner Silver brought up the reason for the discussion was to attempt to get the 
Charter amendment on the ballot for November’s election. 

 Atty. Chappell stated that it would be very tight to get the amendment on for November 
due to the amount of time that all the requirements take to accomplish. 

 Chairperson Silver stated that Mayor Montinieri expected it to be on the November 2015 
ballot.  Discussion followed. 

 Commissioner Laccavole moved to meet on June 26th and July 10th then adjourn 
until September 4th; meeting every other Thursday thereafter until their task is 



2 
 

complete, seconded by Vice Chairperson Kirsche.  All Commissioners present 
voted “AYE” unanimously.  The motion passed.  7-0-0 

 
B)  Indexing the Cap on Special Appropriations Rather than Setting Specific Dollar Amounts 

 The Commissioners discussed the proposed changes that were sent out by Atty. 
Chappell, with Commissioner Laccavole questioning the significance of the appearance 
of the term “lowest, qualified and responsible bidder,” as it was not consistent 
throughout the document. 

 Vice Chairperson Kirsche moved that sections 310, 311, 713, 714 and 703 be 
amended per the indexing cap wording as presented by Atty. Chappell, seconded 
by Commissioner Knapp.  All Commissioners present voted “AYE.”  The motion 
passed.  7-0-0 (see attached) 

 
C)  Discussion on Oversight of the Office of the Town Clerk 

 Chairperson Silver addressed the proposed language for Section 501from Atty. 
Chappell and how it kept the Town Clerk as reporting to the Town Council, but cleaned 
up some of the wording that the Commission had concerns about (see attached). 

 Commissioner Zaleski moved to adopt Section 501 as amended by Atty. 
Chappell’s proposed language,” seconded by Commissioner Knapp.  All 
Commissioners present voted “AYE.”  Motion passed.  7-0-0 

 The Commissioners discussed Section 404 and how they had decided at the last 
meeting to leave it as it was. 

 
D) Ethics 

 The Commissioners discussed Atty. Chappell’s proposed language (see attached).  
Proposal 1addresses Conflict of Interest for elected and appointed officers, whereas 
Proposal 2 speaks of the Board of Ethics and establishes it as a permanent board. 

o Key points of discussion were concern of how the provisions would affect any 
collective bargaining agreements, changing “Town Council” to “Appointing 
Authority” so as to include the Board of Education, defining the term “appointed” 
so as not to include Town employees, whether censure is a strong enough 
penalty and what may constitute a conflict of interest. 

o Decision was made to have Atty. Chappell wordsmith the two proposals to clarify 
the language. 

 
E) Chapters 2, 3 & 4 

 Chapter 2 deals with elections.  Commissioner Laccavole questioned the term 
“qualified” in reference to electors as it is used inconsistently throughout the document. 

 Commissioner Laccavole moved to eliminate the term “qualified” in reference to 
electors throughout the Charter document, seconded by Vice Chairperson 
Kirsche. 

 Atty. Chappell would like to review the document to ensure that “qualified” does not 
have some kind of significance. 

 Commissioner Knapp moved to table the discussion on the term “qualified” 
pending review by Atty. Chappell, seconded by Commissioner McAuliffe.  All 
Commissioners present voted “AYE.”  Motion passed.  7-0-0 

 Chapter 3 deals with the Town Council.  Chairperson Silver addressed Section 309 
(Referendum on Ordinances and Resolutions).  Vice Chairperson Kirsche and 
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Commissioner Knapp are very concerned that the provision takes too much power away 
from the voters.  Wilkus Farm was used as the primary example. 

 Chairperson Silver requested that the topic be postponed until the July 10th meeting as 
he will not be present at the June 26th meeting. 

 Vice Chairperson Kirsche wants all real property transfers to be subject to 
resolution/referendum because as it currently stands these transactions can be made 
by motion. 

 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 7:00 pm.  This meeting will be chaired 
by Vice Chairperson Kirsche as Chairperson Silver will be unable to attend. 
 
Commissioner Knapp moved for adjournment at 8:29 pm.  Commissioner Zaleski seconded.  
All those present voted AYE unanimously.  6-0-0 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Sónia Betz, Secretary 
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